
Directions for Summer Assignment 
IB History of the Americas-2009-2010-Junior Class 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Check out the textbook for the class: American History by Alan Brinkley.  
Read the first three chapters of the textbook and answer the questions as 
directed below for each section. It is NOT ok to “work together” (copy) on 
this assignment. I am assuming you will actually read the material and 
be ready to progress when the school year begins. All answers are to be 
rather brief yet should demonstrate that you DID READ the material by 
containing specific information to back up what you are saying. If you 
have any questions, please do not hesitate to call me at home this 
summer at 689-3048 or come by and see me at summer school.  
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Chapter One:  

1. Briefly compare the indigenous populations of North and South 
America. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

2. What was Columbus looking for when he sailed and what was it 
that he accomplished? 

 
 
 
 
 

3. How were Cortez and Pizarro able to conquer the Aztec and Incan 
populations? 

 
 
 
 
 
 

4. Make a list of 10 statements which one could use to describe 
Spanish colonization of South America. 

- 
- 
- 
- 
- 
- 



- 
- 
- 
- 

 
5. Provide three reasons for why the English came to the New World? 

 
 
 
 
 
 

6. What were the initial hardships in the establishment of early 
colonies? 

 
 
 
 
 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Chapter Two: 

1. Choose any 5 colonies in this chapter (any of the 13 colonies-
preferably from different regions). Describe each colony using five 
specific sentences (ideas might be the leaders, economies, 
challenges…) 
A. 
 - 
 - 
 - 
 - 
 - 
B. 
 - 
 - 
 - 
 - 
 - 
C. 
 - 
 - 
 - 
 - 
 - 
D. 
 - 



 - 
 - 
 - 
 - 
E. 
 - 
 - 
 - 
 - 
 - 

 
2. What was the Mayflower Compact and why is this important? 

 
 
 
 
 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
Chapter Three: 

1. Describe the benefits of Indentured servitude  (for both sides 
involved). 

 
 
 
 

2. For each of the following topics, write ONE specific and educated 
(where I can tell you read) statement. 

a. Birth Rate in Colonial America 

b. Death Rate in Colonial America 

c. Medicine 

d. Women’s Roles 

e. Beginnings of the Slave Trade 

f. Southern Economy 

g. Northern Economy 

h. Triangular Trade 

i. Consumerism 



j. Plantations 

k. Puritans 

l. Witchcraft 

m. Religion 

n. Great Awakening 

o. Enlightenment 

p. Education  

q. Science 


